Prognostic significance of plasma cell morphology in multiple myeloma.
The effect of bone marrow plasma cell morphology at diagnosis on survival time was evaluated in 66 patients with multiple myeloma. According to the morphologic classification multiple myeloma was categorized as plasmacytic, plasmacytic/plasmablastic, or plasmablastic. The plasmablastic myeloma had an estimated median survival of 9 months compared with 42 months for plasmacytic/plasmablastic myeloma. Median survival of plasmacytic myeloma has not yet been attained. Plasma cell morphology at diagnosis is an important predictor of survival duration in patients with multiple myeloma. These parameters provide information required for decisions on treatment modalities.